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Making waves, elegantly

Classic speedboats enjoy perfect weather and a memorable event

Words and photography James Nicholls

THE WATERS OF LAKE ISEO are deep and
cool and clear. It is the fourth largest of the
lakes in the Italian Lake District, and offers
breathtaking scenery. What better place for the
ASDEC, the Italian association for old boats, to
hold its annual international meeting for vintage
and classic motorboats.

Participants from across Europe and as far
afield as Chile and Australia gathered with their
beautiful craft at the town of Lovere, one of the
prettiest in Italy. It is also home to one of the
largest inland marinas in Europe. It was here
that the Chris-Craft, Riva, Colombo, Boesch, San
Marco and other beautiful boats were launched
and moored.

The first morning shone bright and the
surface of the lake was as still as glass. The
classic fleet departed towards the southern part
of the lake, navigating along its western shores,
and with the water seemingly to itself. First port
of call was the Bellini boatyard in Clusane,
where the participants were able to view the
owner’s marvellous collection of Riva boats.
Lunch in the surrounding hills and a visit to a
local vineyard were followed by a high-speed
run across the lake back to Lovere, in time for
a beautiful dinner in the old town.

The weather the following day again provided
perfect boating conditions, with warm sunshine
and no wind. Amongst the tantalising fleet of
classic speedboats were a Riva Super Florida
and the incredibly rare 1964 San Marco
runabout, powered by a Maserati Tipo 106
racing engine. A true one of a kind, the San
Marco propelled Mario Bernocchi to the 1964
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